
Gospel of Mark - Chapter 13:19-20 Olivet Prophecy - The Great Tribulation
By Daniel Deininger  - February 22, 2023

Right on the heels of the Abomination of Desolation, is the time of “Great Tribulation”.

NOTE: Luke mentions another aspect of the Abomination of Desolation that we did not address last week - Jerusalem
surrounded by armies:  Luke 21:20 KJV - And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the
desolation thereof is nigh. It is very possible that these armies will be the cause of much tribulation after the abomination
is set up.

Mar 13:14 KJV - But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where
it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:

Mat 24:15 KJV - When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the
holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)

Sense of urgency when you see this/these event(s) take place:

Mar 13:15 KJV - And let him that is on the housetop not go down into the house, neither enter [therein], to take anything out of his
house:
Mar 13:16 KJV - And let him that is in the field not turn back again for to take up his garment.
Mar 13:17 KJV - But woe to them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!
Mar 13:18 KJV - And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter.

Mar 13:19 KJV - For [in] those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the
creation which God created unto this time, neither shall be.

Mat 24:21 KJV - For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.

“Affliction” in Mark 13:19 and “tribulation” in Matthew 24:21 are the same Greek word:

G2347 θλῖψις thlîpsis, thlip'-sis; from G2346; pressure (literally or
figuratively):—afflicted(-tion), anguish, burdened, persecution, tribulation, trouble.
The KJV translates Strong's G2347 in the following manner: tribulation (21x),
affliction (17x), trouble (3x), anguish (1x), persecution (1x), burdened (1x), to be afflicted
(with G1519) (1x).  Total 45x

Outline of Biblical Usage (from BlueLetterBible.org):

I. a pressing, pressing together, pressure
II. metaph. oppression, affliction, tribulation, distress, straits

Mar 13:20 KJV - And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved:
but for the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days.

The added adjective describing the tribulation as “great” and in all gospel accounts where this is
mentioned as the worst ever in the history of the earth, separate this “tribulation” from other
tribulations that people have endured over the course of history.   Scriptures warn Christians
they will suffer tribulation, but this is a specific time frame unlike any other.

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/G2346/kjv/tr/0-1/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=tribulation*+G2347
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=affliction*+G2347
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=affliction*+G2347
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=trouble*+G2347
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=anguish*+G2347
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=persecution*+G2347
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=burdened*+G2347
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=%22to+be+afflicted%22+G1519+G2347
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=%22to+be+afflicted%22+G1519+G2347
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Luke adds additional dimensions to this time of great tribulation:

● Calling them days of vengeance
● Saying they fulfill all things written
● People falling by warfare (tied into Jerusalem surrounded by armies)
● People being lead captive into all nations

Luke 21:22 KJV - For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written
may be fulfilled.
Luke 21:23 KJV - But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in
those days! for there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people.
Luke 21:24 KJV - And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away
captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

Days of vengeance?

From Outline of Bible Use:

Vengeance = G1577 = ἐκδίκησις ekdíkēsis, ek-dik'-ay-sis; from G1556; vindication,
retribution:—(a-, re-)venge(-ance), punishment.

The KJV translates Strong's G1557 in the following manner: vengeance (4x), avenge (with
G4060) (3x), revenge (1x), punishment (1x). Total = 9x

1. a revenging, vengeance, punishment

With respect to 2Cr 7:11: “…meting out of justice; doing justice to all parties. See on Luk
18:3; 21:22. The word has, however, the sense of requital (see on Rom 12:19; compare
2Th 1:8), and carries with it, etymologically, the sense of of vindication, as Luk 18:7-8.”
(Marvin Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, 3:329)

All things written?

Daniel 12:1 NKJV - "At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch
over the sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since
there was a nation, Even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one
who is found written in the book.
Daniel 12:2 NKJV - And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and
everlasting contempt.
Daniel 12:3 NKJV - Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness
Like the stars forever and ever.
Daniel 12:4 NKJV - "But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and
knowledge shall increase."

Daniel 12:7 NKJV - Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the
river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who lives
forever, that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the power of the holy people
has been completely shattered, all these things shall be finished.

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/G1556/kjv/tr/0-1/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=vengeance*+G1557
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=avenge*+G4060+G1557
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=avenge*+G4060+G1557
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=revenge*+G1557
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=punishment*+G1557
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2co/7/11/s_1085011
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luk/18/3/s_991003
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luk/18/3/s_991003
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luk/21/22/s_994022
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/rom/12/19/s_1058019
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2th/1/8/s_1117008
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2th/1/8/s_1117008
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luk/18/7-8/s_991007
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Hosea 5:3 NKJV - I know Ephraim, And Israel is not hidden from Me; For now, O Ephraim, you
commit harlotry; Israel is defiled.
Hosea 5:4 NKJV - "They do not direct their deeds Toward turning to their God, For the spirit of
harlotry is in their midst, And they do not know the LORD.
Hosea 5:5 NKJV - The pride of Israel testifies to his face; Therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble
in their iniquity; Judah also stumbles with them.

Hosea 5:7 NKJV - They have dealt treacherously with the LORD, For they have begotten pagan
children. Now a New Moon shall devour them and their heritage.
Hosea 5:8 NKJV - "Blow the ram's horn in Gibeah, The trumpet in Ramah! Cry aloud at Beth
Aven, 'Look behind you, O Benjamin!'
Hosea 5:9 NKJV - Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke; Among the tribes of Israel I
make known what is sure.
Hosea 5:10 NKJV - "The princes of Judah are like those who remove a landmark; I will pour
out My wrath on them like water.

Warfare & Captivity

Deuteronomy 28:32 NKJV - "Your sons and your daughters shall be given to another people,
and your eyes shall look and fail with longing for them all day long; and there shall be no
strength in your hand.
Deuteronomy 28:33 NKJV - "A nation whom you have not known shall eat the fruit of your land
and the produce of your labor, and you shall be only oppressed and crushed continually.
Deuteronomy 28:36 NKJV - "The LORD will bring you and the king whom you set over you to a
nation which neither you nor your fathers have known, and there you shall serve other
gods--wood and stone.

Deuteronomy 28:41 NKJV - "You shall beget sons and daughters, but they shall not be yours;
for they shall go into captivity.

Deuteronomy 28:45 NKJV - "Moreover all these curses shall come upon you and pursue and
overtake you, until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your
God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which He commanded you.

Deuteronomy 28:47 NKJV - "Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joy and
gladness of heart, for the abundance of everything.
Deuteronomy 28:48 NKJV - "therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom the LORD will send
against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in need of everything; and He will put a yoke
of iron on your neck until He has destroyed you.
Deuteronomy 28:49 NKJV - "The LORD will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end of
the earth, as swift as the eagle flies, a nation whose language you will not understand,
Deuteronomy 28:50 NKJV - "a nation of fierce countenance, which does not respect the elderly
nor show favor to the young.
Deuteronomy 28:51 NKJV - "And they shall eat the increase of your livestock and the produce
of your land, until you are destroyed; they shall not leave you grain or new wine or oil, or the
increase of your cattle or the offspring of your flocks, until they have destroyed you.
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Deuteronomy 28:52 NKJV - "They shall besiege you at all your gates until your high and fortified
walls, in which you trust, come down throughout all your land; and they shall besiege you at all
your gates throughout all your land which the LORD your God has given you.

But God WILL intervene and save..

Jeremiah 30:7 NKJV - Alas! For that day is great, So that none is like it; And it is the time of
Jacob's trouble, But he shall be saved out of it.

Jeremiah 30:8 NKJV - 'For it shall come to pass in that day,' Says the LORD of hosts, 'That I will
break his yoke from your neck, And will burst your bonds; Foreigners shall no more enslave
them.
Jeremiah 30:9 NKJV - But they shall serve the LORD their God, And David their king, Whom I
will raise up for them.
Jeremiah 30:10 NKJV - 'Therefore do not fear, O My servant Jacob,' says the LORD, 'Nor be
dismayed, O Israel; For behold, I will save you from afar, And your seed from the land of their
captivity. Jacob shall return, have rest and be quiet, And no one shall make him afraid.
Jeremiah 30:11 NKJV - For I am with you,' says the LORD, 'to save you; Though I make a full
end of all nations where I have scattered you, Yet I will not make a complete end of you. But I
will correct you in justice, And will not let you go altogether unpunished.'

Resources:

UCG Bible Questions & Answers: How Long Will the Great Tribulation Last?
https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/bible-questions-and-answers/how-long-will-the-great-tribul
ation-mentioned-in-bible

https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/bible-questions-and-answers/how-long-will-the-great-tribulation-mentioned-in-bible
https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/bible-questions-and-answers/how-long-will-the-great-tribulation-mentioned-in-bible

