
Discerning the Body of Christ - Part One
By Daniel Deininger

March 11, 2023 in Belgrade and Billings, Montana

Introduction:
Paul gave definite and intense instruction about the importance of examining one’s self  before
taking the new covenant passover. John later felt it important that Paul’s letters to the
Corinthians were worthy to be included in the cannon of the New Testament.  And I think we
would all agree that God directed him in those decisions he made.

Therefore the material included about examining oneself before Passover is a critically
important part of what each of us should be doing BEFORE we come to Passover.

Specific Purpose of Today’s Message:

Today (and next week) we will look at the key instruction Paul gave the
Corinthians about what to do BEFORE taking Passover.

Importance for us? Why do we NEED to do this?

We will see that if this process of self examination was NOT done it could
result in damnation - ie to be judged guilty. This could result in loss our
eternal life… or at the least, loss of protection during the end time events
that will come to try the entire world.  It is therefore very important that we
take these words and advise of Paul seriously and apply them in our lives
today as we approach Passover in just a couple of weeks.

1 Corinthians 11:27 NKJV - Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks [this] cup of the Lord in
an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.
1 Corinthians 11:28 NKJV - But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread
and drink of the cup.
1 Corinthians 11:29 NKJV - For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks
judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.
1 Corinthians 11:30 NKJV - For this reason many [are] weak and sick among you, and many
sleep.
1 Corinthians 11:31 NKJV - For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged.
1 Corinthians 11:32 NKJV - But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we
may not be condemned with the world.

Points to consider:
1. An unworthy manner - 2x (verses 27 and 29)
2. Examine himself (verse 28)
3. So let him eat (verse 28)
4. Judgment to himself (verse 29) & Judge ourselves ((verse 31)
5. Not discerning the Lord’s body (verse 29)
6. Not be condemned with the world
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1. An unworthy manner - 2x (verses 27 and 29)

This seems a lot to do with an attitude, a negative

Unworthy = G371 = ἀναξίως anaxíōs, an-ax-ee'-oce; adverb from G370;
irreverently:—unworthily.

https://www.thefreedictionary.com/unworthy :
1. (often foll by of) not deserving or worthy
2. (often foll by of) beneath the level considered befitting (to): that remark is unworthy of you.
3. lacking merit or value
4. (of treatment) not warranted or deserved

Ir·rev·er·ent (ĭ-rĕv′ər-ənt) adj. (https://www.thefreedictionary.com/irreverently)

1. Lacking or exhibiting a lack of reverence; disrespectful.
2. Critical of what is generally accepted or respected; satirical: irreverent humor.

1 Timothy 6:2 NLT - If the masters are believers, that is no excuse for being disrespectful.
Those slaves should work all the harder because their efforts are helping other believers who
are well loved. Teach these things, Timothy, and encourage everyone to obey them.

1 Timothy 6:2 NKJV - And those who have believing masters, let them not despise
[them] because they are brethren, but rather serve [them] because those who are
benefited are believers and beloved. Teach and exhort these things.

Luke 16:13 NKJV - "No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon."

Romans 2:4 NKJV - Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?

1 Corinthians 11:22 NKJV - What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you
despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you?
Shall I praise you in this? I do not praise [you].

2 Peter 2:10 NKJV - and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of
uncleanness and despise authority. [They are] presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid
to speak evil of dignitaries,

Despise = G2706 =  καταφρονέω kataphronéō, kat-af-ron-eh'-o; from G2596 and G5426; to
think against, i.e. disesteem:—despise.

Outline of Biblical Usage:
to contemn, despise, disdain, think little or nothing of

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/G370/nkjv/tr/0-1/
https://www.thefreedictionary.com/unworthy
https://www.thefreedictionary.com/irreverently
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/G2596/nkjv/tr/0-1/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/G5426/nkjv/tr/0-1/
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Those with this attitude reflect the attitude of the end time society:

2 Timothy 3:1 KJV - This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
2 Timothy 3:2 KJV - For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
2 Timothy 3:3 KJV - Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good,
2 Timothy 3:4 KJV - Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
2 Timothy 3:5 KJV - Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn
away.

To take the symbols of Passover with these attitudes or any of them would be to take them
UN-worthily

2. Examine himself (verse 28)

Examine = G1381= δοκιμάζω dokimázō, dok-im-ad'-zo; from G1384; to test (literally or
figuratively); by implication, to approve:—allow, discern, examine, × like, (ap-)prove, try.

The KJV translates Strong's G1381 in the following manner: prove (10x), try (4x), approve
(3x), discern (2x), allow (2x), like (1x), examine (1x).

Outline of Biblical Usage:
I. to test, examine, prove, scrutinise (to see whether a thing is genuine or not), as metals
II. to recognise as genuine after examination, to approve, deem worthy

Romans 12:2 KJV - And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove[G1381] what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of
God.

2 Corinthians 13:5 KJV - Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove[G1381] your
own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be
reprobates?

Examine here is a different Greek word = G3985 = πειράζω peirázō, pi-rad'-zo; from
G3984; to test (objectively), i.e. endeavor, scrutinize, entice, discipline:—assay, examine,
go about, prove, tempt(-er), try.

Reprobate = (a very interesting connection!) = G96 =
= ἀδόκιμος adókimos, ad-ok'-ee-mos; from G1 (as a negative particle) and G1384;
unapproved, i.e. rejected; by implication, worthless (literally or morally):—castaway,
rejected, reprobate.

NOTE: G1384 is the same Greek word that “examine” is from!  (See above)
From Outline of Biblical Usage:

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/G1384/nkjv/tr/0-1/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=prove*+G1381
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=try*+G1381
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=approve*+G1381
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=discern*+G1381
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=allow*+G1381
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=like*+G1381
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?t=KJV&Criteria=examine*+G1381
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/G3984/kjv/tr/0-1/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/G3984/kjv/tr/0-1/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/G1/kjv/tr/0-1/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/G1384/kjv/tr/0-1/
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I. not standing the test, not approved
A. properly used of metals and coins

II. that which does not prove itself such as it ought
A. unfit for, unproved, spurious, reprobate

So a reprobate is an individual that does NOT pass the test, that does NOT pass the
“examination”.

Galatians 6:4 KJV - But let[G1381][G0] every man prove[G1381] his own work, and then shall
he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.

1 John 4:1 KJV - Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try[G1381] the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

We need to examine ourselves to be sure the spirit of the world has not entered into us and is
causing us to despise, or not value the sacrifice Jesus Christ made for us/you!

3. So let him eat (verse 28)

This is not saying you shouldn’t take Passover. It is saying you absolutely need to do it WITH
self examination. As an annual “self check” that you are not reprobate.  And when you examine
yourself you will see you NEED to eat of the bread and drink of the wine.. Because you NEED
what it represents!  You need the sacrifice of Christ and you need Him in you!

So = G3779 = οὕτω hoútō, hoo'-to; adverb from G3778; in this way (referring to what precedes
or follows):—after that, after (in) this manner, as, even (so), for all that, like(-wise), no more, on
this fashion(-wise), so (in like manner), thus, what.

1 Corinthians 11:28 KJV - But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of [that] bread, and
drink of [that] cup.

1 Corinthians 11:28 NLT - That is why you should examine yourself before eating the bread and
drinking the cup.

1 Corinthians 11:28 LSB - But a man must test himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread
and drink of the cup.

1 Corinthians 11:28 YLT - and let a man be proving himself, and so of the bread let him eat, and
of the cup let him drink;

https://www.blueletterbible.org/lexicon/G3778/kjv/tr/0-1/
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The next points will be covered next week in Part 2

4. Judgment to himself (verse 29) & Judge ourselves (verse 31)

5. Not discerning the Lord’s body (verse 29

6.Not be condemned with the world

Additional Resources:

Article: What Makes a Worthy Person? 'The Four B's'
When people evaluate their worthiness, they invariably use "The Four B's."
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/our-emotional-footprint/201603/what-makes-worthy-p
erson-the-four-bs

Article: What Exactly Is a 'Reprobate Mind'?
"Reprobate mind" is a strong term. So what is the Bible talking about when it uses this term in
Romans?
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/christian-terms/what-exactly-is-a-reprobate-mind.html

Article: Why Should Christians Keep the Passover?
Do you really know why Jesus had to suffer and die? What should the Passover mean for
Christians today?
https://www.ucg.org/the-good-news/why-should-christians-keep-the-passover

Article: What Does the Feast of Unleavened Bread Mean for Christians?
Central to our understanding of the biblical Feast of Unleavened Bread is the realization that the
resurrected Jesus Christ lives His life in every individual
Christian.https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today/beyond-today-magazine/what-does-the-feast-of-unl
eavened-bread-mean-for-christians

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/our-emotional-footprint/201603/what-makes-worthy-person-the-four-bs
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/our-emotional-footprint/201603/what-makes-worthy-person-the-four-bs
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/christian-terms/what-exactly-is-a-reprobate-mind.html
https://www.ucg.org/the-good-news/why-should-christians-keep-the-passover
https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today/beyond-today-magazine/what-does-the-feast-of-unleavened-bread-mean-for-christians
https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today/beyond-today-magazine/what-does-the-feast-of-unleavened-bread-mean-for-christians

