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Introduction:
Yesterday, Friday March 3, 2023 President Biden awarded the Medal of Honor to Paris Davis for
his actions of heroism on the field of battle during the Vietnam war in June of 1965.

● Now 83, then 25 year old (black) Army Green Beret (Special Forces) Captain
● A night battle, leading an inexperienced group of South Vietnamese volunteers.
● Rescued 3 of his wounded men, dragging them 150 yards to safety.
● Wounded multiple times by bullets and grenade fragments, he continued to fight and

would allow them to  evacuate him until all his command was safe and the enemy
destroyed.

● He risked his life for those he led, and was willing to give his life.
● The paperwork for his medal of honor was lost two times, but he finally received his due

recognition.

Specific purpose of this message:

Today we will look at the “captain” of our faith and salvation - Jesus Christ -
and the example He set for us! Jesus is the ULTIMATE Medal of Honor
recipient! He has saved the lives of ALL mankind!

Why do we need to understand this?

We need to let His example motivate us to live a selfless life of service to
others, so that we, too, can receive the “spiritual Medal of Honor” at His
return.

John 15:12-13 NKJV -
12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
13 "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.

John 10:1-18 NLT -
1 "I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going through
the gate, must surely be a thief and a robber!
2 But the one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and come to him.
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.

This shows how well our Shepherd knows us.  He knows our names, we are not
strangers to him.  And He should not be a stranger to us.

[Discussion:
Who is the “gatekeeper”?
Who is the shepherd1?

1Greek for Shepherd = G40166 = ποιμήν poimḗn, poy-mane'; of uncertain affinity; a shepherd (literally or
figuratively):—shepherd, pastor.

I. a herdsman, esp. a shepherd
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Does this ever change?
What is a pastor2?
What role are we in?

4 After he has gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of them, and they follow him because
they know his voice.

We should know His voice.

[Discussion:
What is “His voice”?
Is this related to the “word”?
How do we hear His voice today?

5 They won't follow a stranger; they will run from him because they don't know his voice."

Note: they don’t just stand there.. They run away from a stranger.

6 Those who heard Jesus use this illustration didn't understand what he meant,
7 so he explained it to them: "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep.

He has compassion for all mankind:
Matthew 9:36 NLT - 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because
they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

[Discussion:
How is the “gate” different from the “gatekeeper”?

8 All who came before me were thieves and robbers. But the true sheep did not listen to them.
9 Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go
freely and will find good pastures.
10 The thief's purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and
satisfying life.

2 Ephesians 4:11 KJV - 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors[G4166] and teachers;

A. in the parable, he to whose care and control others have committed themselves, and
whose precepts they follow

II. metaph.
A. the presiding officer, manager, director, of any assembly: so of Christ the Head of the

church
1. of the overseers of the Christian assemblies
2. of kings and princes

A shepherd in the Near East was responsible for watching out for enemies trying
to attack the sheep, defending the sheep from attackers, healing the wounded
and sick sheep, finding and saving lost or trapped sheep, loving them, and
sharing their lives and to earn their trust.
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John 10:10 KJV - 10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I
am come that they might have life, and that they might have [it] more abundantly.

[Discussion:
What is this “satisfying” and “more abundant” life?

11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep.
12 A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the sheep because they
don't belong to him and he isn't their shepherd. And so the wolf attacks them and scatters the
flock.
13 The hired hand runs away because he's working only for the money and doesn't really care
about the sheep.

[Discussion:
What type of shepherd was David?3

14 "I am the good shepherd; I know my own sheep, and they know me,
15 just as my Father knows me and I know the Father. So I sacrifice my life for the sheep.
16 I have other sheep, too, that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring them also. They will listen
to my voice, and there will be one flock with one shepherd.

[Discussion:
Who are these “other sheep”?
What makes them part of the one flock?

17 "The Father loves me because I sacrifice my life so I may take it back again.
18 No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have the authority to lay it
down when I want to and also to take it up again. For this is what my Father has commanded."

How does this apply to us?

Romans 12:1-2 NKJV -
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your reasonable service.
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what [is] that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

[Discussion:
Why is this our “reasonable service”?

3 1 Samuel 17:34-37 NLT - 34 But David persisted. "I have been taking care of my father's sheep and goats," he said.
"When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, 35 I go after it with a club and rescue the lamb from its
mouth. If the animal turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death. 36 I have done this to both lions and bears,
and I'll do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living God! 37 The LORD who rescued
me from the claws of the lion and the bear will rescue me from this Philistine!" Saul finally consented. "All right, go
ahead," he said. "And may the LORD be with you!"
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Colossians 1:11-14 NLT -
11 We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his glorious power so you will have all the
endurance and patience you need. May you be filled with joy,
12 always thanking the Father. He has enabled you to share in the inheritance that belongs to
his people, who live in the light.
13 For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the
Kingdom of his dear Son,
14 who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.

We’ve been rescued from the field of battle.
He paid the price with his life, so we could have life!

Hebrews 2:9-10 NKJV -
9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death
crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.
10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom [are] all things and by whom [are] all things, in bringing
many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Now we have to fight…

Ephesians 6:10-18 NLT -
10 A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.
11 Put on all of God's armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the
devil.
12 For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and
authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against
evil spirits in the heavenly places.

13 Therefore, put on every piece of God's armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the
time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm.
14 Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God's righteousness.

[Discussion:
How do we “stand our ground”?
What are we to stand for?

15 For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that you will be fully
prepared.
16 In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil.
17 Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
18 Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your
prayers for all believers everywhere.

There are many similarities to Paris Davis, Medal of Honor recipient:
● Army Green Beret (Special Forces) Captain =  Jesus is our captain
● an inexperienced group of volunteers = God has called us and will train us as Christ’s

disciples
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● Rescued his wounded men, dragging them to safety. =Jesus gave his life to rescue us
and sometimes needs to drag us back to safety.

● Wounded multiple times by bullets and grenade fragments = Jesus was beaten so we
can be healed

● He destroyed the enemy = Jesus overcame Satan and qualified to replace him.
● He risked his life for those he led = Jesus GAVE his life so we could have eternal life
● The paperwork for his medal of honor was lost two times, but he finally received his due

recognition.  = As we qualify to receive our spiritual medal of honor, we will need to wait
until the return of Christ to receive it.

[Discussion:
Are there other similarities?

2 Timothy 4:5-8 NLT -
5 But you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don't be afraid of suffering for the
Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has
given you.
6 As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The time of my
death is near.
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful.
8 And now the prize awaits me--the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me
but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.

Just as Jesus Christ is the captain of our salvation, and received the
ultimate spiritual medal of honor as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, we,
too, will receive our “medal of honor” at His return.  Then we will reign with
Him in service to all mankind.

References & Additional Resources

Fox News: Biden Presents Medal of Honor to Vietnam Hero After Nearly 60-year Wait
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/president-biden-award-medal-of-honor-vietnam-hero-nearly-60
-year-wait

President Biden on Friday hailed "a true hero of our nation" by presenting the Medal of
Honor to retired Green Beret Col. Paris Davis, one of the first Black officers to lead a
Special Forces team in combat.

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/president-biden-award-medal-of-honor-vietnam-hero-nearly-60-year-wait
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/president-biden-award-medal-of-honor-vietnam-hero-nearly-60-year-wait
https://www.foxnews.com/us/last-wwii-medal-honor-recipients-foundation-carries-legacy-helping-gold-star-families-here-serve
https://www.foxnews.com/us/last-wwii-medal-honor-recipients-foundation-carries-legacy-helping-gold-star-families-here-serve

