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OPENING: THE COMMAND IS CLEAR

Deuteronomy 16:16 — "Three times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God in the
place which He chooses: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of
Tabernacles; and they shall not appear before the LORD empty-handed."

+ Today is the Feast of Weeks — Pentecost. One of the three mandatory pilgrimage feasts.
*  The command is not just come — it's come with something.
* The offering is part of the worship, not an interruption of it.

THE QUESTION BEHIND THE COMMAND

What does God actually want when we bring an offering?
God is not in need. He doesn’t want our money — He wants what our money represents.

Psalm 50:10-12 — "Every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills... If | were hungry, |
would not tell you; for the world is Mine, and all its fullness."

1 Chronicles 29:14 — "But who am |, and who are my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly as
this? For all things come from You, and of Your own we have given You."

* The offering is a declaration, not a transaction.
* We are saying: | acknowledge where this came from.

WHAT GOD REJECTS

The prophets are blunt about offerings that miss the point entirely.
Malachi 1:7-8 — "Offer it to your governor! Would he be pleased with you?"

* The standard is not minimum compliance — it is what you would offer to a king.
« God does not want the leftovers of our abundance. He wants the firstfruits of it.

Proverbs 3:9 — "Honor the LORD with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of all your increase."

Isaiah 1:13 — "(God called Israel’s offerings an “abomination” — not because offerings are wrong, but
because the heart behind them was wrong.)"

The external act without the internal reality is empty — and God says so plainly.
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WHAT GOD DESIRES: THREE WORDS

1. Willingly
1 Chronicles 29:9 — "So the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly and wholeheartedly to the LORD."

Willingness means the decision was already made before the basket came around. No arm-twisting, no social
pressure — it’s already settled.

2. Cheerfully

2 Corinthians 9:7 — "So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for
God loves a cheerful giver."

The Greek word is hilaros — the root of our word “hilarious.” It carries the sense of brightness, eagerness, even
joy. Paul contrasts it with two alternatives:

*  Grudgingly — giving out of grief or resentment
»  Of necessity — giving because you feel you have to

Cheerfulness is not a personality type. It is the natural result of understanding that you are not losing something
— you are sowing something.

3. Humbly

Micah 6:8 — "He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?"

A humble giver recognizes: This was never really mine to begin with. That realization doesn’t make giving painful
— it makes it freeing.

THE THEOLOGICAL ENGINE BEHIND CHEERFULNESS

Why can we give cheerfully? Because of what Paul says surrounds that verse:

2 Corinthians 9:6 — "He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; he who sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully."

2 Corinthians 9:8 — "God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you... may have an abundance
for every good work."

2 Corinthians 9:10 — "He who supplies seed to the sower... will supply and multiply the seed you have
sown.”

The cheerful giver is not naive — he is confident. He trusts that God replenishes. That is not a prosperity formula;
it is a covenant promise.

CLOSING

Today, on Pentecost, we fulfill the command of Deuteronomy 16:16 — we do not appear before the LORD
empty-handed.

But more than fulfilling a command, we have an opportunity to make a statement — about where our blessings
come from, about our trust in God’s faithfulness, and about the posture of our hearts before Him.

Give willingly. Give cheerfully. Give as someone who knows the Source.



